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FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
For Release AUGUST 18, 1955
ANNOUNCE HUNTING DATZS FOR DOVES, WOODCOCK, RAILS, GALLINULES

Acting Secretary of the Interior Clarence A. Davis announced today that the
hunting regulations which will be in effect during the 1955-56 season for the
shooting of doves, woodcock, ralls, and gallinules have been approved in their
final form.

The regulations released today contain the specific dates of the hunting
seasons for the States, together with bag and possession limits. As announced on
July 22, the dates of September 1, 1955, to January 10, 1956, except on woodcock,
were specified by the Department of the Interior as the "outside" dates within
which framework the States were permitted to select the season dates most desirable
to them.,

Shooting hours will be as follows:

Rails and Gallinules.--The general shooting hours for these birds will be one-
__half hour before sunrise to sunset.

Woodcock.~~Half hour before sunrise to sunset.

Mourning or Turtle Doveg.--Shooting hours in Arkansas, Delaware, Florida,
Kentucky, loulsiana, Maryland, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carclina, Tennes-
see, Texas, and Virginia will be from 12 o'clock noon until sunset. In those other
States which have a dove shooting season--Arizona, California, Colorado, Georgia,
Idaho, Illinois, Kansas, Missouri, Nevade, New Mexico, Oklahoms, Oregon, Pennsyl-
vania, Utah, Washington, and West Virginia--these birds may be taken from one-half
hour before sunrise to sunset. Shooting hours and season dates for Alabama will be
prescribed at a later date.

No changes were made in the regulations for the shooting of bandtailed pigeons
so those for last year will be in effect during the 1955 season.

For quick reference, the open seasons, bag and possession limits prescribed by
the amended regulations are presented in tabular form in the attached schedules.
However, since the State Conservation Departments are permitted to adopt regulations
which may be more restrictive than the Federal regulations, persons who plan to
hunt these birds should first obtain a copy of the current State regulations.

Under amendments to the Migratory Bird Treaty Act regulations recently approved
by the Secretary of the Interior, the seasons, daily bag and possession limits on
rails, gallinules, woodcock and mourning (turtle) doves for the year 1955 have been
prescribed as shown in the following schedules:



(1) Atlantic Flywey States

Rails and gallinules Woodcock
4 All others
Sora (singly og in
agg£e§ate
bailyvbag 11mftl...l..'Q‘OC.'CI'!OC‘ 35 4
POSSQSBion limrb.-....-'...-..a.-.-- g__? '____2”0 ;§

Seasons in:
Connecticut 1/ ccvvieernvrcnncenss
Delaware..l"..'...‘.l.'.........’
District of Columbia....eeeesecsces
Florida....ceeueacesesscosectonnes
Georgla,.civeicecnrencesensosncnes
Maine 1/ .evevccccccsnscosnsnasanss
Mland‘......'l“"'......l...'.
Massachusetts }/

850 PP USRI GOSEIEECCTYS

Sept. 1l-0ct. 15
Sept. 1-Oct. 30
No open season
Sept. 10-Nov, 8
Oct. 2=Nov. 30
Oct. 1‘“0‘7. 29
Sept, 1-Oct, 20
Oct. 20-Dec. 18

Oct., 22«Nov. 30
Nov, 15-Dec.. 24
No open season
Nov, 23-Jdan. 1
Dec. 12-Jan. 20
Oct. leNov. S
Nov, 15«Dec. 24
QOct, 20-Nov, 20

New Hampshire 1/.ccoeevevrcaccrans Sept, 1-Oct. 30 Oct, l-Nov, 9

New Jer8eye.ceceseerccecsassssonss Sept, l-Oct. 30 Oct. 15-Nov. 23
New YOrk 1/veceescecrecentvnanaens Sept. 1-Oct, 30 SEE FOOTNOTE 2/
North Carolina,...........-....... Sept. l-Oct. 30 NOV. 24-Jan. 2
Permsylvania..ccevevcsssescrcencas Sept. 1-Oct. 30 Oct, l-Nov. 9

Rhode Island J/.ccceevrvercracanes Oct. l-Nov. 29 Nov. 1l-Dec. 1Q
South Caroling....cceceevegscenses Oct. 3-Dec. 1 Dec, 12~Jan., 20

Oct, i=Nov, 9
Nov, 21-Dec. 30
Oct, 15-Nov, 23

No open season

Sept, 1-Oet. 30
Sept. 16-Nov, 11
Oct. 15-Dec., 13

Dec. 15«Feb. 12

vemont'.".""...'...l..."...".
virginia..l...ﬂl.‘.............l"
west virginia...'...0'.0.".!...'.

PuertO Rico..-ovooooou.o-oo.v.o'c.

1/ Scoter, eider, and old-squaw ducks may be taken in open coastal waters only,

2/ New York:

beyond outer harbor lines, in Meine, Messachusettis, New Hampshire, and Rhode
Island from Sept. 16-Dec. 31; in Connecticut and New York from Oct. l-Dec. 31.
In sreas other than thogse beyond outer harbor lines such birds may be taeken dur-
ing the open season for other ducks. In these States cnly, the daily bag limit
is 7 scoter, eider, or old-squaw ducks singly or in the aggregate, and not
exceeding 14 in possession singly or in the aggregate of all kinds. -

The seasons for hunting woodecock are as follows: In thet part of New
York 1lying north of a line commencing at a point at the north shore of the Salmon
River and its junction with Lake Ontario end extending easterly along the north
shore of said river to the village of Pulaski; thence southerly along Route 11 to
its intersection with Route 49 in the village of Central Square; thence easterly
along Route 49 to its Junction with Route 365 in the city of Rome; thence
easterly along Route 365 to the village of Trenton; thence easterly along Route
28 to its junction with Route 29 in the village of Middleville; thence easterly
along Route 29 to its Jjunction with Route 4; thence northerly along Route 4 to
its junction with Route 22; thence easterly along Route 22 to its junction with
Route 30-b; thence easterly along Route 30-b to the New York-Vermont boundary,
Oct. 8<Nov., 7; south of said line (except on Long Island and in the counties of
Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, and Westchester), Oct. 24-Nov. 17; on Long
Island and in the counties of Dutchess, Orange, Putnam, Rockland, and Westchester,
Oct. 31-Nov. 17, The shooting hours for hunting woodcock in each of the three
areag described shall be from 9 a.m, to 5 p.m, on the first day of the respective
seasons and from 7 a.m, to 5 p.m. on each day thereafter.
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(2) Mississipoi Flywsy States

Rails and gallinules

Woodcock
A1l others
Sore | (singly or in
_aggregate)
Daily bag limit GO OB OO O OPRDOEOEDPIEBIOIOEINIPOSEIDGDYS 25 15 4
POSSGSSion limit s 800000000000 00seRsOORD 25 15 8

Seasons in:
Alabam ....‘..........._......‘.....I..
Arkansas ..'....‘.'.......'.............
J11IN0A8 ceececcesasssncrssescnncrsnnas
Indhm ([ EE AN ENNERENRENENNNNNNNENENNENNNNENSNH} ]
Iow ;....'..'........’..........‘.l...
Kentuclw .......Q...O.....'.’...‘..’..‘
Io“isiana ‘l....'...G"..'....Q.......‘
Michigan 20 0GRS 002D NNOOSOIRROOEDNSOS
Minnesota ....‘.......'."‘.'..........
maSiSSippi Seeessssesses VOB IOITRRIRNOIRTS
Missouri ceveecercvvcasocornoescnsnenes
Chio L R
Tennessee scesseecsseccccccvsresceccans
Wisconsin seesvecescneosccvcsncscscnnes

SEE FOOTNOTE 1/ -

Sept. 1-Oct. 30
No open season
Sept. l=0ct. 30
No open season
Nov, 19-Jan. 10
Oct. l=Nov. 29
SEE FOOTNOTE 1/
Sept. 17-Nov. 15
Oct. 15~Dec. 13
Sﬁptc l=0ct. 30
Sept. 1=0Oct. 29
No open season
SEE FOOTNOTE 1/

SEE FOOTNOTE 1/
Deco 1‘Jan0 9
No open season
Oat. 15-Nov. 23
No open season
Nov, 19-Dec. 28
Dec. 12-Jan. 20
SEE FOOTNOTE 2/
Oct, l-Nov. 9

Dec, 2-Jan. 10
Nov. 10=Dec. 19
Oct. l-Nov. 9

Nov, 24~Jan. 2
Oct. l=-Nov. 9

=/ The seasons for hunting rails and gallinules in >
and the season for hunting woodcock in Alabama will be prescribed

Wisconsin
at a later date.

Michi

and

2/ Michigan: The seasons for hunting woodcock in three zones as defined by State
law, orders or regulations of the Michigan Department of Conservation, are as
follows: Zone 1, Oct. l-Nov, 1; Zone 2, Oct., l-Nov. 9; and in Zone 3,

Qct. 20-Nov. 9.



(3) Genmtral Flywey States

Daily bag lmt IERE NN ENNENNNIXNNRENNENRENNRN]

Possession 1imit ececesovvccacreccsccnces ;

Seesons in:
Colora-do X EEEEEENEENEEE N E N NN NN N NN NN

Kansas 0050690088800 800 0002088003008 080 '

mntana [EXXXXEESEENER NN NN NN R NN BN N RN N
mbraska ..'.......i..........'..’....
Now MBXiCO ecossesssssesvsssccccsscons

North Dakota .seeeocccsvccsccscssccense !

Oklahoma T X ENENE SR NN NNNNENNERNESEEERENE X ]
&uth Dakota [EE NS RN EERENENE NN ENNENERNERS NN

Texas YA EEXNNNNEERNENENNNE N RN SRR NNEN]

Woming S 0ENB IO OICRBONBEENEPBINIIRTOGTS

i Rails and gallinules Woodcock
r All others
| Sora | (singly or in
’ aggregate )
25 15 4
25 15 8
Sept. 15-Nov. 13 No open season
Sept. 1-0Oct. 30 No open season
No open season No open season
No open season No open season
SEE FOOINOTE 1/ No open season
Oct. 1-Nov. 29 No open season

I
1
1

-

Oct. 22-Dec. 20
No open season
Sept, 1-Oct. 30
No operi season

Oct, 22-Nov. 30
No open season
Dec. 8"Ja.no 16
No open season

1/ The season for hunting rails and gallinules in New Mexico will be prescribed

at a later date.

(4) Pacific Flywsy States

Rails and gallinules

Sora

Daily mg limit IR XN Y RN NN NN NN RN NN NS
POSSGSSiQn lmit [ E N RN NNE N NN N NN RN ER NN XN

Seasons in:
AriZona .icceccscvcccssncsecssssncenes
mlifomia XX E N NN EFRENNNNNNERENENENSENE X
Idaho R XEEREEERENERNN RN RN N R R NN NN NN NS N]
mvada 0080 0008080000000 0 0060000008 0e0s
Oregon $00000000v 0000 OGRS OIIRROEQRGRRSICERNTS

I’tah P8 2P2 0800580000800 00000000008008b0s0

PhshingtOn PP PBOIPGEIDPOIBIOOGOIROOOEOSBINOLESDNIDS |

All others
(singly or in
ega
25 15
25 15

No open season
No open season
No open season
No open season
No open season
SEE FOOTNOTE 1/
No open season

1/ The season for hunting rails and gallinules in Utah will be

prescribed at a later date.



(4a) Mourning (turtle) doves
Daily beg and. 8 ! Daily bag and
__pogsession limit 8 possession limit 10

Seasons 1in:

Arkensas 2/...ceuu.. ces
Comnecticut...vvaverses
Delaware 2/....ceveevnn
District of Columbis,..
Florida 2/........ v

Georgia....--o--...-~-o

Indisna........ ceesaena
Illinois....ll'll""ll

Kentueky 2/c0.vevnnnnn.
Louisiane 2/........,..

Mhinelnovbiol.toti..aoo
Maryland 2/0..0.-.0.-!'

Mﬁssachusetts. S5 em 00 daye
Michigan....oeonvuenene
Mississippi 2/.........

New Hampshire..oeoseses
New Jersey..ciesveerens
New York...... ssseseass
North Carolina 2/,,,,.

Ohio.ivivinnevoorancans
Pennsylvania......ees.
Rhode Island..... ceeee
South Carolina 2/.....

Tennessee 2/.veeennnss
Vermont....coeeeveeese
Virginia 2/...........
West Virginia,........
Wisconsin..cevevneenee

Puerto RiCOOQOl..'."I

SEE FOOTNOTE 1/
Sept. i~Oct. 15
No open season

Sept. 30-Nov. 3
No open season

(Oct. 8<0ct. 23
(Dec. 3-Dec, 31

(Sept., 16-Sept. 30

(Dec. 22-Jan. 10
No open season
Sept. 1-0ct., 5
Sept. 1-Oct. 15
(Sept. 16-0Oct, 7
(Dec. 19-Jan, 10
No open season
(Sept. 15-0ct. 9
(Dec, 17-Jan. 5
No open season
No open season
(Sept, 12-0ct, 3
(Dec, 19-Jan, 10
No open season
No open season
No open season
(Sept. 10<0ct. 1
(Deec. 18-Jan. 9
No open season
Sept. 15-0Oct. 19
No open season
(Sept. 15-0ct. 4
(Dec. 17-Jan. 10
Sept, 1-0ct. 15
No open season
(Sept. 17-Oct. 1
(Oct. 14-Nov. 12
Oct. 15-Nov. 18
No open season

No open season

“Seasons in:

Arizona 3/.,...

Califcrnia.....
Colorado,eseess
Idaho...oa--o-c
Towa, . eoiavsass
Kansss.........
Minnesota......
Missouri.,.....
Montana........
Nebraska.......
Nevada.........
New Mexico.....
North Dakota,..
Oklahoma..cesss
Oregon........ .
South Dskota,..
Texas 2/cceenee

(S2pt. 1-Sept, 30
(Dec, 17-Dec., 31

3-0ct. 2
Sept., 1-Oct. 15
Sept. 1-Sept. 10
No open season
Sept. l-0ct, 15
No open season
Sept. 1-Oct, 15
No open season
No open season
Sept. 1-Oct, 15
Sept, 1l-0Oct. 15
No open season
Sept., 1-0ct, 15
Sept. l-Sept. 25
No open: seagon
SEE FOOTNOTE 4/

Sept.

Utah..veeveeaes| Sept, 1-Sept, 15
Washington.....| Sept. l-Sept. 30
Wyoming........

No open season

1/ Alsbama: The season for hunting
mournlng (turtle) doves will be
prescrited at g later date.

2/ Shooting hours in States indicated,
12 o'clock noon until sunset.

3/ The white-winged dove seasons in
izona and in Imperial and River-

side Counties in California will
conform with the mourning (turtle)
dove seasons in these States., In
California, the daily bag and
possession limit for white-winged
and mourning doves is not more than

4/ Texas:

10 singly or in the aggregate of
both kinds., In Arizona, the daily
bag and possession t on mourn-
ing and white-winged doves is 15
provided such 1imit contains not
more than 10 mourning doves,

Mourning doves in Val Verde, Kinney, Uvalde, Medina, Bexar, Comal, Hays,

Travis, Williamson, Milem, Robertson, Leon, Houston, Cherokee, Nacogdoches, and
Shelby Counties and all counties north and west thereof, Sept. 1-Oct. 15 In
remalnder of State, Oct, 15-Nov. 28,



As no changes in the seasons, dally bag and possession limits for band-tailed
pigeons in the States of California, Oregon and Washington have been effected, the
conditions governing the taking of these birds in 1955 remain as prescribed in
regulations adopted by the Secretary of the Interior on July 9, 1954 (19 F. R. 4426)
reading as follows:

n(.b) Band-tailed pigeong. In California, the open season on band-tailed
pigeons in the counties of Del Norte, Siskiyou, Modoc, Lassen, Humboldt, Trinity,
Shasta, and Tehama shall be from October 1 to Octeber 31; in the remainder of the
State, December 1 to December 31. In Oregon and Washington, the open season on
band~tailed pigeons shall be from September 1 to September 30. Daily bag and
possession limit, 6,"

P.N. 85268 6



